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A New Year and a New Day 
Is Coming to Browning Creek and The Retreats
After 18 months and nearly $60,000 the Browning Creek Board 
of Directors is very close to announcing the approval of a new set 
of governing documents, with the final step being a proposed 
Special Meeting of all owners on January 14 at the Oktoc Center. 
Everyone needs to attend as a quorum and vote of approval is 
required to finish this process. President Doug Minchew and 
David Lane of Ridgeway Lane should be contacting you soon. 
The new Covenant required 75% approval by the membership 
while the Bylaws are much more flexible because they deal with 
activities and decisions that are much more likely to need an 
occasional adjustment. Our new Bylaws allow the soon to be 
formed Retreat Board of Directors the authority to manage our 
budget process and make our own decisions on where our money 
is spent. Other changes include opening both Boards to public 
attendance at their meetings. It’s hoped that this will encourage
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Board of Directors 

The new Bylaws specify a 
Retreats Board of Directors to 
manage all internal matters of 
The Retreats. We will hold an 
election before January 14 for 
these five members. Please 
nominate potential candidates 
to mizellemail@gmail.com 

General Meeting 

The Browning Creek Board is 
in the process of calling for a 
General Membership Meeting 
on January 14. Please attend as 
we will vote to approve the 
new bylaws. 

Suggestions  

The present Retreats Board is 
asking for suggestions to 
improve our community. We 
all have ideas on this matter 
so please take the opportunity 
to email your thoughts to any 
of the Board. We’re open for 
business!
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all of us to take a more active role in the affairs of our community. This  begins with open elections that 
for the first time invite members to participate in the nominating process. Browning Creek is no longer a 
privately owned entity; it’s a membership owned community that requires businesslike practices. 

The final version of the Covenants that were approved by the membership limits actions such as the sale 
of our Common Areas and turning our streets over to public access. Major decisions such as these will be 
required to have the approval of the membership. 

The proposed new bylaws gives control of internal Retreat issues to the owners of Retreat property. The 
temporary Retreats Board that has served since April will call an election for a new and permanent Board 
to be elected soon which will consist of five Retreat owners serving staggered terms to ensure continuity 
and experience on future boards. 

We encourage everyone to participate in these initiatives, so please put forward worthy candidates for 
this upcoming election. Hopefully this can be achieved before the January 14 meeting as beginning then 
there will be the usual flurry of activities such as General Elections, Membership Meetings, and the other 
usual matters that arise in the first quarter of the year. The Retreats will have at least two members on the 
Browning Creek Board and we will want our representatives to be prepared for the challenges of the new 
year. 

So involve yourself; participate in nominations and elections, and make any suggestions you have for the 
daily care of our community. The present, and I’m sure the future Boards will welcome your input. We’ve 
come a long way but we want to constantly improve the esthetics and value of our Retreats. Now we 
move from a painting of the Black Prince at Crecy to one of my favorite places.

reply to mizellemail@gmail.com

mailto:mizellemail@gmail.com


December Newsletter December 15, 2016

reply to mizellemail@gmail.com

mailto:mizellemail@gmail.com

